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The Salamander 
By Scout Johnston 

5th Grade 
 

A slender salamander lay under a large mossy boulder. Despite the moist 
cool earth under the boulder the salamander was not happy. He knew that the 
cool earth would be gone all too soon. This particular salamander was a small 
male slender salamander and not yet fully grown. A slender salamander is a 
common salamander that likes cool moist earth. Their predators usually include 
all types of snakes and sometimes even birds! They eat mostly small bugs 
including spiders, young snails, mites and small beetles. Plus they have no lungs!  
 
 

Anyway, back to the story! He was in a park the humans call Rocky Nook. 
The reason this salamander was not going to enjoy this spot for long was 
because he was being hunted by a garter snake. The early morning was too 
cold for the snake, but the snake would soon be after him. Hiss hissssss! 
 
 

Ugh. He could out run the snake, but there were less and less places to 
hide because of the drought. The drought was horrible, and because slender 
salamanders need MOIST spots to live, so many animals died in this drought! His 
home was now nothing more than a crispy plant overlooking a rock. He had to 
keep moving to find a new home. Hisssss!  He sighed inwardly. He couldn’t sigh 
outwardly because he didn’t have lungs. He got up carefully, making sure not to 
make a sound.  
 
 

It didn't make any difference. The snake already had his scent and did not 
need to hear him to find him. He carefully climbed out of his hiding place. Not 
seeing the snake he started forward - Hisss! His thoughts were interrupted by a 
triumphant hiss from the snake.  
 
 

His plan worked; he had flushed out the salamander by making sounds at 
the back of the rock. Now he lunged at the salamander but was surprised to 
find his jaws snapped on thin air. Our salamander by the way does have a 
name, Scales. Anyway Scales heard the triumphant hiss and got out of the way 
quick as a flash. Running through the dried up river bed, the snake was 
outraged, and slithered after his prey. Scales quickly looked around for an 
escape route. There were none. Panic seized him, and his heart pounded hard 
in his chest. He knew he was going to die, but just as the snake lunged, there 
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was the sound of deafening wing beats and a raven swooped down and 
picked up Scales!  
 
 

Scales would be barely a mouthful for the raven, but times were hard. 
Food was few and far between and the raven never knew where he could get 
his next meal. Scales was terrified at first that the raven would eat him whole 
right in the air but the raven was taking him somewhere. He actually started to 
enjoy the ride past the park, past the parking lot, out of the woods, and--Wow, 
was that the...city? He had imagined it like the park but larger but this...it 
was...ugly. Really, really ugly. The streets had trash in them. The air tasted 
horrible. This... this was horrible. Then a thought struck him he would die here. 
That made him angry, really, really angry. He glared up at the raven and was 
surprised that the raven was looking scared. He looked where he was looking 
and his anger melted and was replaced by a fresh wave of fear. There was a 
storm, but not just any storm. This was a monstrous black wall of thunder and 
lighting. 
 
 

“At least,” he thought gloomily, ”the drought will go away.” But he 
wouldn’t be here to enjoy it. He suddenly thought about the time before the 
drought. He remembered how the water had slowly dried up and animals 
started to kill one another with the false hope that water was hidden away 
somewhere in their homes. He had fled, forced out of his home by hungry 
snakes and even other salamanders. Not that it mattered. His home was dry and 
in a way dead. He had set out for water somewhere far away from there, but he 
had been chased by the snake and now he was in the birds' talons.  
 
 

Just then the wall of blackness hit them. The raven squawked as a bolt of 
lightning almost hit him. The next time he wasn’t so lucky. ZAPPPPP! BOOOM! The 
raven started to fall and Scales fell out of his talons and splash! He had landed in 
a creek and he couldn’t believe his luck! He looked around... tons of rocks to 
make his home!! He would have cried out with happiness if he hadn't been so 
tired. He crawled to the nearest rock and to the nice moist space between the 
rock and the ground. He almost instantly fell asleep. When he woke up 
California would be in drought no more!             
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Afterthought of the Author: There are so many unanswered questions. Why 
did Scales seem so tired? Well, that’s an easy one. Have you ever almost died? 
Well, it takes up a LOT of energy, not to mention the fact that Scales was almost 
dead anyway with dehydration. The shock of almost dying like that is like 
running 20 miles with 8 tons on your back.  
 
Why did the raven go for Scales and not a big juicy snake? That’s an easy one! 
To make it more dramatic! That’s why!  
 
What will happen to Scales? I have absolutely no idea. Maybe he settled down 
with his family, maybe he became a famous YouTuber, maybe he died in a 
number of gruesome ways, maybe he moved to Pennsylvania and became a 
vampire! Maybe he escaped the imperials with Rolof to save Skyrim! I don't 
know! Use your imagination!  

Author out. 



 

10  

The Watershed Demi-Gods of Lake Mythical 
By Eduardo Gomez & Jorge Vasquez 

5th Grade 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

  

1) In Lake Mythical there are many 
different types of animals, big and 
small. There  are fish, turtles, and 
ducks. The lake is a peaceful lake 
and it is a balanced ecosystem. No 
animals fight or argue. Except the 
two demigods. 

 

2) Here is the first demigod; he is half- 
turtle, half-god and he likes the lake 
so he is trying to do what he can to 
help it be healthy. His name is 
Rashnor. He is a powerful demigod 
and he will do anything to keep 
everything he likes safe. 
 

5) Rashnor notices that fish are dying 
because there is no oxygen in the 
water and the system is out of 
balance. He knows he will need to 
help change Mr. Quacky! 

6) Rashnor asks the humans for help. 
The humans are amazed that the 
turtle can talk. They agree to help 
him restore balance to the 
ecosystem of the pond. 
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3) Here is the other demigod. He is a 
duck named Mr. Quacky. 
Unfortunately, he put thousands of 
buckets filled with poop into the 
lake. The decomposition of the 
poop pollutes the ecosystem. This 
kills the fish. 
 

4) As the poop decomposes, it 
affects the water. So, when Mr. 
Quacky spreads the poop in the 
water, water is contaminated. The 
ecosystem is unbalanced. 

7) They drain the contaminated 
water and then they add some 
plants to keep the water healthy. 
Rashnor and the humans go find a 
hiding spot so they can watch Mr. 
Quacky’s reaction. 

8) Mr. Quacky realizes how much he 
likes the lake now. He’s in peace with 
the lake now, so he won’t harm the 
pond anymore. Then Rashnor shook 
hands with Mr. Quacky. 

The End 
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A Dog and the Shark 
By Juaquin Alcala 

5th Grade 
 

A smart old dog was going for a walk on the beach 
 

Soft hot sand he wanted to reach 
 

The young small dog he wanted to teach 
 

Not to be afraid of the sea 
 

Next he is going to walk on Stearns Wharf 
 

Walk out there the shark how to help the small dog 
 

Move brave and be afraid of the sea! 
 

Hi  
shark 

dog 
Hi 
dog 
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Sea Lion With A Bite Tail 
By Michelle Higuera 

5th Grade 
 

There once was a sea lion family 

They lived in a very small cave 
The Cave was found in the Channel Islands  

Santa Rosa was their fave 
 

Fred, was a jolly old dad 
Who cared much about his son 

Then we have his son Mike 
Who was the small, curious little one 

 
Mike was hungry for a snack  
So he went in search of krill 
Suddenly there was a shark  
That also came for a snack 
A sea lion he wanted to kill 

 
Then the shark came and bit Mike’s tail 

Then Mike petrified, he went for the rock 
He got so scared that he went pale 

The dad, the shark he wanted to sock! 
 

Then Mike sadly was getting sick from the bite  
A rescue crew found him at last 
They helped Mike fight for his life 
Then he started to heal really fast 

 
So finally the scientist let him go 
At last he was back with his dad 

He was finally back to his island home 
Know he understands that shopping with your parents can make you glad 
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Humanity’s Trash Case 
By William Sotelo 

5th Grade 
 

The trash in our world is increasing year by year and cities, including 
beaches, are getting filled with trash. If this keeps going on then we will have 
cities of trash, pile after pile. The ocean is being polluted and it’s becoming a 
trash land for animals. If animals like birds keep confusing trash or plastic for food 
they will end up dying one after another. The animals get the plastic in their nose 
and stop breathing. They also manage to eat it and die because they choke 
while swimming. This can’t keep going on because if it does then the ocean 
won’t be filled with animals, it would be filled with trash and dirty water. We 
don't want that, do we? 
 
 

The cities that don’t have trash cans or dumpsters have to burn trash. If 
they keep burning it then the world will be filled with smoke and it would be 
even more harmful to people in the world. What if there wasn’t trash that 
people litter? Would things be different? Where does the trash on earth that gets 
picked up by garbage trucks go, the junkyard right? I think it would be better if 
people would just throw trash in the garbage can. People who don’t are really 
cruel and I don’t like them littering because it mostly kills the earth's population 
of animals. 
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You could go around your town everyday picking up trash and when you 
get used to it, it's fun. With this pandemic, picking up trash is possible. Even in the 
days without the pandemic, it’s always a good thing to pick up trash. It’s 
possible to save more animals so they could give birth and increase their 
population. Although people will never stop littering you can always pick up 
trash, remember that. 

 
 

If people never stop littering you think the trash problem won’t even 
matter, but every piece of trash you pick up is worth something good and every 
good thing you do will help the earth succeed. The trash on Earth hurts 
everyone, especially the earth. Littering is really causing problems around the 
world. If littering wasn't a thing that would be amazing, I would sleep calmly for 
once but that isn’t going to happen.  
 
 

The animals in our channel are getting killed. They are all eating plastic, 
turtles are getting straws stuck in their nose, and fish and birds are even getting 
tangled all because people litter. All of the animals in the channel are being 
hurt. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Well I have a response to the trash problem. Let's pick up our trash and 

help animals get untangled. If we do this we can help the channel’s animal 
populations survive and stop them from getting picked off one by one. 
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Save Our Beaches ~ Save The Dolphins 
By Melissa Fonseca 

5th Grade 
 
Blue flowing water, the color of the sky stretching out across the ocean filled 
with flowing waves and jumping dolphins, and soft golden sand. There are lots of 
people on the beach and they are all doing different things - some are 
swimming, some are playing games, and others are eating. 
 

 
Beaches are a part of our maritime community. You should take care of the 
beaches and not litter because dolphins live in the ocean. If you litter it will get 
in the ocean and a dolphin could accidentally eat it or get caught in it. Lots of 
things can be litter, like food wrappers, plastic bags, and straws. That’s bad for 
them because if they eat it they will probably die. If they get caught in it they 
might not be able to get out of it. Dolphins come up for air, that's why they are 
always jumping, and if they get stuck in something, they won't be able to 
breathe, and they could die.   
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The wind will carry any trash into the ocean even if it was somewhere away from 
the beach. Trash will get into the ocean because the wind will carry it there, and 
dolphins could accidentally eat it or get caught in it. Dolphins are carnivores, 
which means they eat other animals. They eat other animals that live in the 
ocean, such as small fish and crabs. If we litter, those animals could die and 
then there won't be enough food for the dolphins to eat. Then the dolphins 
could die. That’s why instead of throwing trash on the floor, throw it in a trash 
can.  
 
 
If you see any trash on the floor, even if it's not yours, you should pick it up and 
throw it away. 
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All the otters are depressed,  
Nothing ever makes sense,  
Cuz all the kelp is dying, 
And all the trash is piling, 
All the killer whales are depressed, 
 
 
Nothing ever makes sense, 
Cuz all the otters are dying, 
And all the trash Is piling, 
 
 
la la la 
la la la 
la la la 
la la la 
la la la 
la la la 
la la la  
la la la 
la la x1 
 
 
All the otters are depressed,  
Nothing ever makes sense,  
Cuz all the kelp is dying, 
And all the trash is piling, 
All the killer whales are depressed, 
Nothing ever makes sense, 
Cuz all the otters are dying, 
And all the trash Is piling, 
 
 
la la la 
la la la 
la la la 
la la la 

 
 
 
 
 
la la la 
la la la 
la la la  
la la la 
la la x1 
 
 
Otters are Hunted nearly to 
extinction, 
for their fur, 
the thickest of any mammals of the 
sea,  
otters of California, were making a 
comeback, 
until they started mysteriously dying 
off,  
 
 
la la la 
la la la 
la la la 
la la la 
la la la 
la la la 
la la la  
la la la 
la la x1 
 
 
between 2014 and 2016, a marine 
heat wave wiped out more than 90 
percent of the kelp cover along a 
200-mile stretch of California's north 
coast. 
 
All the otters are depressed,  
Nothing ever makes sense,  

Ocean Pollution Poem-Song 
By Victoria Espindola 

5th Grade 
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Cuz all the kelp is dying, 
And all the trash is piling, 
All the killer whales are depressed, 
Nothing ever makes sense, 
Cuz all the otters are dying, 
And all the trash Is piling, 
 
 
la la la 
la la la 
la la la 
la la la 
la la la 
la la la 
la la la  
la la la 
la la x1 
 
 
I’ll give you some reasons to stop dumping trash into the ocean  
Reason one, it's killing the animals  
Reason two, it's killing the earth  
Reason three, trash can travel throughout the world's rivers and oceans 
 
 
I'll say it again, All the otters are depressed,  
Nothing ever makes sense,  
Cuz all the kelp is dying, 
And all the trash is piling, 
All the killer whales are depressed, 
Nothing ever makes sense,  
Cuz all the otters are dying,  
And all the trash Is piling, 
 
 
la la la 
la la la 
la la la 
la la la 
la la  la 
la la la 
la la la  
la la la 
la la x1
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   Sea Stars 
    By Dahlia Mejia 

    5th Grade 
 

Sea stars tend to hide in their environment because they can’t get away 
from predators fast enough. They are vulnerable due to sickness and not being 
able to survive out of water. The population of sea stars is already going down. 
The reason the numbers are going down is because of a disease called “Sea 
Star Wasting Disease.” This disease causes sea stars to lose their legs, 
disintegrate, and die. The reason why the disease started is unknown. Some 
people believe that it’s the water temperature that caused the disease, but 
scientists don’t know if that’s true. 
 

Sea stars live on rocks between crevices in intertidal communities on the 
Pacific Coast of the United States. In our maritime community, we have ochre 
sea stars (also called purple sea stars) that live in our Santa Barbara Channel. 
They eat mussels, clams, snails, and sea urchins. They can’t defend themselves 
so they like to hide. Sea stars aren’t as fast as their predators are, like sharks; they 
can't move quickly enough to escape. If a sea star is close to somewhere it can 
hide, it can make it more difficult for the predators to catch them. 
 

Ochre sea stars can be out of the water for 50 hours if they’re buried in the 
sand or in the shade. If sea stars are out of the water too long, they suffocate in 
a matter of minutes. The reason why they can’t be out of the water is because 
they don’t breathe air. Most sea stars, like the ochre, can be out of the water for 
a short period of time without any harm, but there is a large variation of sea stars 
that can’t be out of the water at all. 

 

Although sea stars are prey, they have a cool defense system. Did you 
know what all sea stars can grow back an arm? Well they can! They can grow 
their arms if they lose one. For example, if a sea star's arm gets caught or stuck in 
something and it falls off, they can grow it back. Sea stars are very hard to kill 
because not only do they grow back body parts, they can also grow a whole 
other sea star to go with their lost limb.  

 

Ochre sea stars are one of the most beautiful looking animals in the vast 
ocean. They surprisingly have no brain or blood. Also, they are able to digest 
food outside their body. They have a water vascular system that pumps 
seawater throughout the body after eating, and the stomach goes back inside 
the sea star’s body.  
 

In summary, the Sea Star Wasting Disease is really harmful to the ochre sea 
stars. And although these sea stars have weaknesses like being suffocated 
without water, remember that they also have strengths. If they ever lose their 
arm or body part they can just grow it back! 
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Ocean Pollution 
By Joan Villafana 

5th Grade 
 

I am on the beach eating a peach. 

Then finding some trash on the sand while I hear waves crash. 

Then I see a seagull pick up a plastic bag while two kids are playing tag. 

Then I see a crab next to a tennis ball in a tide pool that's not cool. 

The crab being confused, he is not amused. 

A skateboard wheel rolls into the ocean with a garibaldi beside it. I wonder 
what it feels like. 

Garibaldi approaches the wheel about to eat his next meal. 

I finish my peach and I see a VHS tape on the beach that I am going to take. 

I called a friend who owns a VHS player which he lets me borrow until tomorrow. 

I take the VHS player back home and put it on a stack of books then put the 
tape in which I own. 

I put the tape in the player and 
press play the narrator is about to 
say. The narrator says pick up your 
trash on the beach. That is why I 

give this speech. 

So pick up your trash because 
animals can eat it and get sick 

quick. 

And oil can harm the ocean too 
and in an oil spill there are oil spills. 

I finish the documentary and go to the beach and pick up any trash that I see 
and when I get home I'll eat a final peach. 
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The Basking Sharks  
By Alexander Cabello 

5th Grade 
 

In this writing we will explore basking sharks. The basking shark was my 
choice because it is my favorite sea animal. And they are very massive and look 
daunting.  But the basking sharks are very kind and they do not hurt people. The 
basking sharks are very important because they are local to the Santa Barbara 
Channel. With recent sightings increasing, people have been seeing them more 
often. 
 

Basking sharks eat a couple of things like plankton and fish eggs. The 
basking sharks are very big. They’re the second biggest shark in the world. A 
basking shark tooth is 6mm. 
 

Researchers put tags on the basking sharks to get more information from 
them, so they can track where they go and what habitat they like to go to. 
Researchers want to track the basking sharks to see where they go into the 
Santa Barbara Channel and when they leave. Researchers also say that it is 
hard to put the tags on the basking shark’s dorsal fin because they are on a 
boat and the sharks are under water. The tags are on for 7 to 8 months. 
 
  

Did you know that the basking sharks can be spotted from the beach? 
They are also in our Channel. 
From 2011 to 2019, people 
could not spot any basking 
sharks. But then in the spring 
time in 2019, people saw 21 
basking sharks. We call a group 
of basking sharks a school. So 
now that they are being seen 
more and more, the researchers 
tag them. Not a lot of people 
know about basking sharks, so 
you should remember the 
basking sharks. You should remember about the basking sharks because there 
are not a lot out there. People don’t know that they are there. You should pay 
attention to the basking sharks because there aren't a lot of them, and they can 
die if we don’t take care of them and the ocean that they live in. 
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The Two-Spotted Octopus and the Shrimp 
By Jesus Vasquez 

Fifth Grade 
 

It was a calm summer day in the Pacific Ocean. The octopus was 
watching the news on his TV when all of a sudden, he heard that his predators 
were looking for him. This octopus lives in the Pacific Ocean along the coast 
from northern California to Baja  California Mexico.  
 

Back to the story . . . Octopus met a friend called Joe. Joe was a shrimp 
looking for some friends because he was lonely and needed friends. This 
octopus is a soft-bodied mollusk with 8 tentacles. Now back to the story again… 
 

After much research, the octopus found out who his predators were. The 
octopus needed to tell his friend Shrimp.  
 

He yelled “SHRIMP!”  

Shrimp responded with “Yes.”  

The octopus said, “I have to tell you something really important.”  

The shrimp said, “Ok.”  

The octopus said, “I have found my predators; they are moray eels, 

harbor seals, sea lions, and humans.”  

“What do you eat?” said the shrimp.  

The octopus responded, “smaller mollusks and crustaceans.”  

 
While the octopus and the shrimp were watching the news they heard that the 
octopus predators are turning octopus to seafood.  
 

“SEAFOOD!?” They both said.  
 
Octopus is limited as it is a rarer seafood item. The octopus and the shrimp 

decided to go for a walk when suddenly they saw the predators holding nets. 
This was a red flag for the octopus. When the predators turned around they saw 
the octopus. The two-spotted octopus can change its skin color and texture 
when hunting and hiding.  
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The octopus whispered to the shrimp and said,  “I have a plan and it is to 

play hide n seek.”  

The shrimp said,  “Ok.”  

The octopus yelled to the predators, “IS THERE TIME FOR FACTS?!”  

“NO!” Said the predators.  

When the shrimp popped out and said, “WHY NOT?!” the predators 

laughed at the octopus and shrimp.  

The predators said, “You brought your little friend. Maybe we can play a 

little game.”  

This octopus's lifespan is usually 1-1.5 years. The octopus said to the 

shrimp, “You got the plan, right?”  

“Yes,” replied the shrimp.  

“We can play your little game now,'' said the octopus.  

 
The predators went to get the nets. While the predators were playing hide 

n’ seek, the octopus and shrimp went to hide. When the predators came back 
with nets they didn’t see the octopus and the shrimp. They thought they ran 
away, but the shrimp popped out of the hiding spot. The predators saw and 
tried to catch the shrimp, but every time they caught the shrimp, it would 
escape through the holes of the nets. They thought they saw the octopus, but 
since he can change its skin color and texture, it was much harder. After 3 hours 
of not being able to catch them, they decided to give up.  

 
The predators said, “We give up.”  
This was a victory for the octopus 

and shrimp. The predators left the area 
and the octopus and the shrimp stayed 
and watched the sun go down. 

  
The End 
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Misunderstood Sharks 
By Dante Lopez  

5th  Grade 
 

Reader, are you scared of sharks? Are you scared of setting foot on the 
water?  Well, Reader, check this out and you will change your opinion.    

 
 

Keystone Species 
 

Sharks may look scary, but they’re actually very important to the ocean. 
Sharks help the ocean in many ways, for example they help keep everything in 
the ocean in order. Sharks are called a keystone species, this means that sharks 
are very important. Here’s an example. Let’s say that we had a lot of fish eating 
all the kelp in the ocean. If sharks weren’t there to eat them and stop them, the 
kelp would decrease by a lot and then there would be less kelp for food. 
Without kelp, there would be more carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. This 
happens because kelp do photosynthesis, which means they turn carbon 
dioxide (CO2) into oxygen (O2), so sharks are pretty important. Another example 
is that scientists in Australia observed that sea turtles won’t go near a seagrass 
bed when a tiger shark is near because sea turtles are one of the tiger sharks’  
favorite prey. Tiger sharks help keep the seagrass beds from being decimated. 

 
   

The Dumpsters of The Ocean 
 

Sharks are also useful in other ways. Sharks are usually called the 
dumpsters of the ocean because they eat almost anything! Which fish do you 
think the shark would most likely go for? The sick and slow fish or the healthy and 
fast fish? Of course the shark would eat the sick fish because it’s easier to catch. 
You might be wondering, “How does the shark not get sick?” Well sharks have 
antibacterial properties and an anticoagulant. So this means sharks can prevent 
harmful diseases from spreading.  
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Death Chances 
 

Your chances of getting killed by a shark are not so high. Actually, you're 
more likely to die by drowning on the beach than being killed by a shark. Sharks 
might look like killing machines but you’ll be surprised after I tell you this: every 
year 5 people worldwide are killed by sharks, but 100 million sharks are killed by 
humans every single year. So instead of humans being afraid of sharks, sharks 
should be afraid of humans! Actually, you are more likely to be killed by 
lightning, falling coconuts, falling out of bed, or even vending machines than by 
a shark! 
 
 

Sharks Dying  
 

Sharks are great creatures, but others think differently. People actually eat 
sharks. When I think about this, it’s just sad. Something humans do is cut the 
shark’s dorsal fins, pectoral fins, tail, pelvic fin, and anal fin, and then they just let 
the body sink to the bottom of the ocean, which is very sad to hear about and 
sounds like a very savage way to make food.  
 
 

Conclusion  
 

In conclusion sharks are misunderstood for being big and dangerous 
looking, but they are actually very helpful in ways, like helping keep everything 
in order and keeping the ocean healthy. That is why I think sharks should not be 
misunderstood. 
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Girl Meets Oil (Rigs) 
By Sophia Azzam 

5th Grade 
 

Bam! Ella threw the last crate of diving gear on the boat's deck and 
wiped the sweat off her forehead. Her parents had made her and her older 
sister Vivienne lug all of the gear onto the boat because they were setting up. 
Her parents worked for the CICD and were going to go diving by the oil rigs. 
They had decided to drag Ella and Vivienne along, protesting to them it would 
be fun to watch, but so far it had been more work than fun. Vivienne walked 
over. 
 
 

“Isn’t it SOOO nice to be doing all of the work for Mom and Dad,” she said 

sarcastically.  

“I know,” replied Ella.  

“We’re going to set sail,” said their mom.  

“Goodbye WiFi,” said Vivienne.  

“Goodbye civilization,” added Ella.  

“Quit the whining,” said their dad.  

“If you stop bossing me and Ella around and making us do all of your work 

then maybe we can make a deal,” retorted Vivienne.  

 
 

Their parents sighed. Ever since Vivienne turned eighteen she had been 
rubbing it in their parents’ faces. 
 

What felt like a thousand years later, they arrived at the rig. The sail had 
been tortuous. Vivienne had complained and whined the entire time about her 
chipped nail and their dad had been cracking TERRIBLE jokes about ocean 
animals.  
 

“Okay girls, time for us to go in. Try not to drown,” said their dad.  

“No promises”, said Ella and Vivienne in unison.  

 
Their parents sighed again and then started to walk away.  
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“Wait,” said Ella. “Is there any way that I can come with you guys?”  

“EW! Why would you want to do that?,” screeched Vivienne with disgust.  

“Vivienne Elissa Smith you have to get over your disgust of the ocean! Just 

because you got tar in your hair once does not mean it will happen 

again!,” scolded their mother. “And Ella yes you can come with us as long 

as you don’t cause any trouble.”  

“Yes!,” thought Ella.  

 

A few minutes later everyone was ready to go. They went in and Ella was 

star struck by all the life in the ecosystem she could see. There were fish, sea 

urchins, abalone, sea lions, and tons of sea plants like seaweed and this pink 

stuff that she couldn’t recognize. It was like a rainbow of life. Suddenly, an idea 

occurred to her! She had been given an assignment in class to put together a 

presentation about anything she wanted and Ella had NO idea what to write 

about. She thought that this reef would be a stellar topic but she just had to find 

out more about it. So she started exploring. She was trailing her parents at a 

distance, and almost got tangled in kelp multiple times because she wasn’t 

looking where she was going. And other times she found herself wishing she had 

her phone. Overall it had been an amazing experience but she still had some 

questions. She also realized that although artificial reefs, the rigs were an 

awesome and amazing place full of life and that (she had heard that there was 

a debate on whether to either take the rigs out or leave them in) they should 

definitely leave the oil rigs in the water. 

 
 

As soon as they got home she started working endlessly on her 
project.  The next week she would present it to her class. Soon the day came for 
her presentation. As she walked into class she took a deep breath. This was 
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going to be “nerve racking” as her mother would put it. She sat down in her seat 
and waited for her turn to arrive. She was going to go last. There were so many 
interesting topics. Finally her turn came. 
 
 

“Ella, you're up,” announced the teacher.  
 
 

Ella took another deep breath and looked out at the class and clasped 
her hands behind her back. “Today I will be teaching you guys about the Santa 
Barbara oil rigs. This topic is also known as Rigs to Reefs. The reason that I chose 
this topic is because I went diving there with my parents and realized that they 
are an amazing place and should not be removed. There is an entire ecosystem 
down there supported by the rigs.”  
 
 

After that she went over the debate on what to do with the oil rigs and all 
of the animals and plants she had seen. She also talked about how once an oil 
rig has stopped pumping oil it can still have uses, but how some people 
believed that they were dangerous and could cause more oil spills, while others 

thought that just the tops 
should be taken off. And 
then she concluded by 
asking her classmates 
what their opinions were 
on the topic. 
 
 
After school she went 
home and flopped onto 
her bed. She was going to 
need a nap because 
Vivienne was going to 
take on a shopping trip 
and she was going to 
need some rest.  
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The Great White Wonder 
By Saul Arias 

5th Grade 
 

Hello everyone, today we are going to be talking about Great white 
sharks, what they do, why they do it and how they do it. Why do great white 
sharks migrate? Great white sharks migrate because they need to give birth in 
warmer waters. They pass through the channel because they can’t give birth in 
our channel and it's not that deep. There is also food in our channel that they 
eat. They live in the Pacific Ocean, the Atlantic Ocean, and the Indian Ocean. 
Some of these parts that I just mentioned are deep enough, so this is where 
sharks give birth and live. 

 

 
     

 If you're wondering what the difference is between a male shark and a 
female shark, then I have your answer. Female sharks can grow up to 15 to 16 
feet. A male shark can grow up to 11-13 feet. The biggest female shark is called 
Deep Blue. Deep Blue is 20 feet long. As you can see this is my shark that I drew. 
This is my first time drawing a great white shark. If you are ever in the water and 
a shark wants to attack you, the best way to get it away from you is hitting the 
gills and the eyes because those are the most sensitive parts of the shark. The 
great white shark diet consists of sea otters. If they don’t eat sea otters, the 
ocean will go out of order. The great white sharks have predators. You wouldn’t 
believe that they have predators. It’s a killer whale. We need apex predators. 
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Keystone Sea Otters 
By Rachel Errea  

4th grade 
 

Have you ever wondered what would happen if you hunted too many 
sea otters? Sea otters are a keystone species, which are animals that are key to 
the environment. If fishermen hunted all of the sea otters in the Santa Barbara 
channel, then a cascade would happen. The sea urchins, which are one of the 
main prey of the sea otters, would eat all of the kelp in the kelp forest because 
sea urchins are herbivores; they only eat plants. Then all of the kelp forest would 
be gone and you would see all of these urchins sitting around waiting for more 
kelp to eat.  
 

 
In 1977 sea otters were put on the endangered species list because so 

many people hunted 
them for meat and for 
their fur, because they 
don’t keep warm with 
blubber, they have really 
dense fur to keep 
themselves warm.  
Sea otters are important 
because they help out the 
kelp forest to not be 
totally destroyed by sea 
urchins! Sea otters forage 
for food on the ocean 
floor and in tide pools. 
 
 
   The animals that 
sea otters eat are sea 
urchins, clams, mussels, 
abalone, crabs, and sea 
snails. Without sea otters 
there would be something 
called an urchin barren. 
That is what is going to 
happen if all of the sea 
otters are gone, no otters, 
no kelp, too many urchins. 
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Sea otters are in the weasel family and they are one of the mammals that 
use tools like rocks to eat their food. They will use that same rock for many dives 
to crack open shells and spines. They wash their food by holding it in their paws 
and turning over in the water. 
 
 

Male sea otters try to steal the female’s food because females often do 
their hunting in different parts of the channel. Females usually give birth about 
once a year, but pups start eating solid foods shortly after birth. The pup usually 
stays with the mother for about 6 to 8 months. 
 
 

Now you know why sea otters are important to the ocean and why the 
kelp forest needs sea otters!  
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No Take Zone 
By Holden Samora 

5th Grade 
 

There once was a California spiny lobster named Kevin. He HATED a 
fisherman named Donald Monroe, because he always fished in his home, which 
was a no take zone. Don always took his friends and family and was trying to 
steal his fortune: 10 whole sand dollars. Donald Monroe was especially evil 
because he fished out of season and in no take zones, which hurts the 
ecosystem.  Kevin hated this, so he sought revenge and wanted to stop Don. 

All of sudden Kevin was getting pulled out of the water. And he saw DONALD 
MONROE.   
 

“I can’t wait to eat this in front of those darn kids,” Don snickered. 

“Not today!” said Kevin and poked Don in the eye with his antenna. 

 “Ouch! What is this? How are you talking?”  

“You took my family!!!” cried Kevin. 
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 “So what if I did? I’m allowed to fish for lobster!” Don retorted. 

“No you’re not! You’re fishing out of season and in no take zones!” 

“So what?! Why does that matter?”  

“No take zones are important because they preserve the marine 

ecosystem so animals can grow bigger and stronger,” Kevin exclaimed 

with pride. 

“I don’t care!!” 

“Well then you don’t live!”  

 
Kevin grabbed Don's nose and flung him into the water. And just like that 

Don was gone. There was a light in the sky and Kevin saw his mom and dad, 
Simon and Garfunkel, and his sister Marble.  
 

“Sonny boy, you stopped Donald J Monkey Monroe. We are all proud of 

you,” said his dad. 

“Mom, Dad! Oh and Marble, you are cool! How and why are you here?” 

cried Kevin. 

“We should get going. Bye!” 

“Wait, but what happens when you die?! Who was right!?”  

“Bye!” His family vanished. 

“Wait--! Ugh, they are gone. What a Monday.” 

“Well, thank you for reading this story,” said the guy in the background.  

“Dude, you’re breaking the fourth wall!”  

“That’s not important. I need to explain what happened at the end of the 

story and why no take zones are important. Don is now in prison 

underwater eternally drowning for his crimes against Skyrim and its 

people.”  

 
Now Donald finally understands his mistakes and how no take zones are 

important.  
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Santa Barbara Sperm Whales 
By Aila Sanchez  

5th Grade 
 

This is what I learned about sperm whales. Sperm whales are very 
protective of their young and to other whales. They make sure every sperm 
whale is fed in their pod. Sperm whales love to eat squid but it can be 
dangerous for whales because squid could also be their predator. When a 
sperm whale gets in a fight with other predators they will go in a circle and 
protect their young or sick. Sperm whales use echolocation to see at night 
because they travel around the globe 7 times! They meet their mate at the 
equator. When they have babies it is a live birth, meaning they are born in the 
water. I think it's cool that they already know how to swim within 30 minutes of 
being alive.  
 

In the 1700s, 1800s, 
and into the 1900s sperm 
whales were being 
hunted by people. It still 
happens today, but not 
as often as back then 
because it is now illegal. 
They hunted sperm 
whales for their 
spermaceti. Spermaceti is 
a material in sperm 
whales’ heads, and 
hunters could harvest a 
lot because their heads 
are ⅓ of their body, which 
is 60 feet long. There's also 
another material 
ambergris, a waxy 
material that sperm 
whales were also hunted 
for. They used it to light 
lamps, make candle wax 
and for perfume. Whale 
hunting used to happen 
off the Santa Barbara 
coast, but now they are 
protected. 
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They stopped whale hunting in the 1980 because it was outlawed. They 
have organizations to stop whale hunting when it does happen. Even though 
whale hunting is illegal, there are other things humans do that can harm whales. 
Chemicals from factories, boats, and other activities are harmful to whales and 
the environment. This pollution can make a whale sick or even kill them. It’s also 
very dangerous for whales to get too close to the shore because they can get 
stuck. 
 
 

To sum it all up, sperm whales were getting killed for their spermaceti, 
ambergris, and their oil. Their numbers decreased because of how much they 
were hunted for these resources. Now, all the things they were hunted for are 
replaced by resources that don’t harm the whales. Some things we can do to 
continue to help the whales and keep them safe is to use less plastic or bike or 
walk instead of driving cars. That’s what you can do to help! 
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Dangerous Dolphins 
By Samuel Castellanos  

5th Grade 
 

You know that the dolphins in our maritime community are cute and 
cuddly, but the other dolphins, they’re the complete opposite. Today, I’m going 
to teach you how dolphins can be very dangerous and to always be careful 
when interacting with this organism. I am also going to tell you why they scare 
sharks, how they can be dangerous, and what they like to eat. Also, expect 
random adjectives about the ocean like this one: devastating.  
 
 
SURPRISING DOLPHIN FACT # 1!  
Did you know that dolphins play volleyball with baby sharks?! ME NEITHER! 
 
 
 Starting off, sharks like to eat baby dolphins. In return, the grown-up 
dolphins ram themselves into the shark so hard that the pressure kills them. 
Therefore, sharks have the right to be scared of dolphins and should run while 
they can. But this doesn’t really make dolphins evil. This is just an act of self-
defense. The next paragraph gives you a little more detail.  
 
 
SURPRISING DOLPHIN FACT #2! 
You probably think of dolphins as, “Awwwwww so cute!” But really they’re, 
“Awwww so VICIOUS”!! 
 
 
 Supporting this idea, dolphins are a vicious species that sometimes kill their 
own babies (runts) and play volleyball with baby sharks. They can do this 
because the adult sharks are too scared to do anything about it, as I mentioned 
in the last paragraph. They also kill other animals that are up to 12 feet long by 
bludgeoning them to death, all for their amusement. (The ocean is boundless 
and seems bottomless.) 
  
 
SURPRISING DOLPHIN FACT #3 
Did you know that dolphins like to torture their food constantly before eating it!? 
CRAZY RIGHT?! 
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Next, dolphins like to eat a variety of fish, shrimp, squid, jellyfish, and 
octopus. Not only do they like to eat their food, they also love to torture their 
food constantly before eating it. They also kill other animals they won’t even eat. 
They are like any other carnivore, only more vicious and hostile, like a sea otter. 
(The ocean is eerie and prodigious.) 
 
 
SURPRISING DOLPHIN FACT #4 
Did you know that dolphins like to bludgeon innocent 12 foot animals to death!? 
NO WAY, AM I RIGHT!? 
 
 

In conclusion, dolphins are very vicious and hostile organisms that like to 
kill animals just for their amusement. They torture their food constantly before 
killing and eating it. They bludgeon animals that are up to 12 feet long. They 
play volleyball with baby sharks and kill adult sharks. They seem dangerous right? 
But the ones in our maritime community are cute and cuddly. (The ocean seems 
limitless and is tremendous). 
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The Sea Otter And The Sea Dog 
By Natalia Fox 

4th Grade 
 

Why did the dog cross the ocean? To see otter!! It was a foggy morning at 
Hendry’s Beach in June, what the locals refer to as the June Gloom. The sun was 
peeking out through the clouds, there was a nice ocean breeze, and the 
weather was warming up. The seagulls were doing their usual scavenging again. 
The water looked cold and choppy, but that didn’t hold back the local surfers 
on the beach. As soon as I saw the people on the beach, my tail started to 
wag. I, Mia the Chihuahua, knew it was going to be an awesome day. 
 
 

My human and I took the kayak out to ride the waves. Being out in the 
waters brings me so much joy and excitement! I was definitely anticipating 
another adventure out to the oil rigs to see my best friend Charlie! Charlie and I 
met many moons ago when his family was migrating through the Channel 
Islands up to Monterey. Charlie is a California sea otter who got caught in the 
ocean currents and got left behind when he was a pup. He got tangled in the 
kelp forest and almost starved to death. The dolphin rangers came to the 
rescue! They untangled him, but by the time he was freed his family was already 
gone. He adapted to life here on the Central Coast and is loved by locals and 
tourists. From the moment we met, we instantly became good friends and I 
often visit him when I can. He often talks about his plans to continue his journey 
soon and join his family. 
 
 

Charlie the California Sea Otter is considered an endangered species. 
There are not too many sea otters in our Santa Barbara Maritime Community. 
Since 1977, they have been listed as a threatened species. They are under the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act due to reduced range, population size, fur 
trade, vulnerability to oil spills, and oil spill risk from coastal tanker traffic. Many 
have migrated to Northern California, particularly in Monterey and San 
Francisco Bay, in search of food and better shelter.  
 
 

Charlie is actually really cute like me! He has an adorable face and loves 
to smile! He has the thickest fur in the animal kingdom, long whiskers, a short tail, 
lots of blubber, and webbed feet with retractable claws. We are about the 
same age and our birthdays are both in March. His birth weight of 3 lbs is my 
weight now. He is considered the smallest of marine mammals and part of the 
weasel family. He is an aquatic environmentalist, meaning he eats urchins, 
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which helps kelp forests flourish. By crunching on crabs, Charlie is helping the 
eelgrass grow where the ocean tide meets the stream.  
 
 

Although living near the oil rigs is not a safe place for him to live, he has 
adapted to the southern coast and has made many friends with the other sea 
animals. He considers this place as his home and marine family, which is why it is 
important to keep the oil rig areas safe. He has become a strong advocate for 
the safety of the other marine animals. There are 27 offshore oil rig platforms 
spread throughout Southern California. These oil rigs provide petroleum to most 
of the state. The oil platforms near the Channel Islands are among the world’s 
productive hotspots for Marine Life. They produce 27 times more total fish 
biomass than nearby rocky reefs.  
 
 

Charlie loves it in the Santa Barbara Channel, but misses his family. I think 
it's important that he stays with his otter family. He plans on riding on the currents 
back up to Monterey/San Francisco. He is waiting for the biggest ocean current 
to come. There’s word that there will be one this evening. I have to see my best 
friend one last time. 
 
 

The Santa Barbara Maritime Community knows us as the famous “Sea 
Otter and Sea Dog.” Charlie and I have the best times together. He is so playful 
and energetic! He taught me how to swim and I taught him how to doggy 
paddle. He taught me to swim like him on his back and roll, but it’s kind of hard. 
We splash each other with our tails to see who can splash the hardest. I bring 
him doggy treats every time I visit him. Sometimes he likes to play tour guide with 
the dolphin rangers and lets me sit up on his back for a ride. We swim around 
Santa Barbara Harbor to East Beach and people watch. Sometimes we go all 
the way to the Channel Islands for a quick picnic. He often tells me legends and 
tales of the Chumash and how they had a spiritual connection and love for the 
ocean just as much as him. My friendship with him makes me feel love for the 
ocean, too. He tells me about ocean life and the dangers of the oil rigs. We 
have our own language. We tell each other stories and talk about our dreams. 
We love to tell jokes. My favorite joke of his is: What do you call an otter who has 
new glasses? A sea otter! 

 
 
As we got closer to the oil rigs, I barked out to him. From a short distance, I 

heard Charlie reply with his happy “Hah!” I jumped into the water and swam 
towards him. We splashed around with joy and laughter and held hands like sea 
otters do, so we don’t drift away from each other. We basked under the warm 
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sun for hours and reminisced about the good times and ate doggy treats. From 
his pouch tucked under his arm, he pulled out a beautiful rock and handed it to 
me. He explained that it is a token of our special friendship and that I will always 
hold a special place in his heart and that I should visit him sometime. We made 
the most of the time we had left together before the last, big ocean current 
took him back to his family. It’s a bittersweet moment, and just like that, he 
waved goodbye on the ripples of the big current off into the sunset.  
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Save the Dolphins and Other Animals 
By Manny Cuevas 

5th Grade 
 

      I think it’s important to clean our channel and keep it clean so we can 
save dolphins and other animals. Plastic like water bottles, six-pack rings, foam, 
and plastic food containers end up in the ocean. Trash in the ocean can hurt 
dolphins because they confuse trash for food. If the dolphins eat it, they get sick 
and could die.  
 

Scientists found sea stars also eat small pieces of plastic. Sea stars extend 
their stomachs out of their mouth and eat their prey. A little bit of plastic for sea 
stars isn’t harmful. However, it is harmful for crabs because they eat the sea stars 
which means they also eat the plastic inside of them. If they eat too many sea 
stars, they are eating a lot of plastic which can make them die.  
 

In conclusion, plastic in our channel makes animals sick and they could 
die. I think we should clean up the channel to save the animals. 
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Thunder man: 
The Fight with the Great White Shark 

By Julian Herrera 
5th Grade 

Chapter 1 . . .  
 

It was getting late. I was coming back home from work. I Smelled tacos 
and I opened the door and screamed “TACO TUESDAY!” And I saw my wife 
Emily was watching a documentary on sharks. I grabbed a taco and watched 
TV. 
 
 
Chapter 2 . . .  
 

The documentary was talking about the great white shark, the largest 
predator and one of the biggest animals in the sea. 
 
 
Chapter 3 . . . The problem 
 

‘’Hey, we are kind of like sharks, we are carnivores tonight, ” I said. Emily 
said,  “Look at the TV,” and I saw that there was a breaking news story. 
 
[On TV] Breaking news: 
Okay, We have been informed that a shark almost hurt an entire family, and the 
most terrifying thing was that in the security cameras we saw that he turned into 
a human after they escaped. He looked like a shark man, they said that they will 
inform us when they know more about him. 

 
“Omg!” I yelled. What are the odds we are watching a documentary 

about sharks and a shark turns into a human? What are they going to do? That 
was my question. 

 
 

Chapter 4 . . . The plan 
 
Every single day, we heard about the shark and it was getting in my head. I’m 
watching the same TV and the same news reporter is talking about a human 
shark. 

 Emily kept asking me, “What are we going to do?”  

 And I said, “Stop him.” 
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Chapter 5 . . . Grouping up in our lab 
 

“What’s the problem now?” Saul said.  

I said, “Have you heard about the shark?”  

“Of course,” Tony said. “It’s my documentary.”  

I laughed. “You’re 27, boomer.” 

“I don’t blame you, you’re 29,” Tony said. 

“Ok, ok, ok,” I said, “back to the plan.”  

“Wait, what was the plan?” asked Tony. “Oh yeah, we’re going to 

Miami!” What? 

 
 
Chapter 6 . . . Miami 
 

In the penthouse, finally, we’re sitting here on the bed and I said,  

“I know I’ve never been to Miami.”  

“Really,” said Tony.  

Then Saul said, “Bro, you are going to love it.”  

I said, “I bet the food is so good,”  

“Right,” said Saul. “Yeah, it's great! Dude, we should take everyone there 

to the restaurant.” 

 “Yeah let’s go,” I said. 

 
 
Chapter 7 . . . The food 

 
We got to the restaurant and sat down. Then the waiter came and said,  

“What’s your order? Before you order we have a new type of fish. It’s a 

great white shark. Wait, if you eat one of those it will be of course $5,000 

dollars.”  

“What!” Tony said.  
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“Ok, ok, you are not buying it. Thank you for your purchase. The food will 

be delivered soon.”  

Tony said, “Yeah, come on, you don’t want to eat a shark. Look, let's 

watch a documentary on sharks.” 

 
Chapter 8 . . . The documentary 
 
[On TV in the restaurant] Documentary narrator: 
The great white shark has 300 teeth attached in each row. It is the biggest shark 
now and it eats seals, turtles, and dolphins. 
 
Wow, this documentary is Insane.  

 

“Your food is here.”  

“Thank you,” I said. 

 
Chapter 9 . . . The beach 

 
After leaving the restaurant, I got the idea to go to the beach.  

“Guys, we should go to the beach,” I said.  

“Dude, yes, let's go to the beach,” Saul said.  

“Dude, we should have a party at the beach,” Tony said. Yes! 

 
Chapter 10 . . . The party 

 
At 7pm the party was about to start. The DJ was setting up his stuff for the 

party. Ok, this is getting boring; let’s start the party. Ok, ok, ok, the party got out 
of control. Let’s move on to the next chapter. 
 
 
Chapter 11 . . . The evil plan 

 
Under the sea, I mean ocean or beach. Back to the story . . .  
 
A base under the water was the lair of the shark-dude, I mean shark man-

great white shark man. I knew that something was up. I knew that Thunder Man 
was here, I knew it! That stinky Thunder Man is here. I knew he would come, but I 
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hear he’s having fun. So let’s go and get rid of Thunder Man, 
hahahahahahahah! 
 
Chapter 12 . . . The fight 
 
The party on the beach was going great and it all shut down. Everyone was 
scared because there was big loud noise. I was confused l knew something was 
wrong and— 

Boom 
 
A big fight broke out. Hi thunder man. Ooooooooooh, that’s why we came 
here.  

 
“Ok, you’re dead,” I said. After a big battle, wait, before I tell that, the 

shark man said, “I’m tired of having 300 teeth in each row being 12-16 feet.”  
 
Ok, back to the story. After a big fight with the shark and with the team, 

the shark was defeated, but he was still loved as a keystone species of the 
ocean ecosystem. 
 
 
Chapter 13 . . . Going home 
 
Well that was a good trip. I think I need to take a break. 

 
THE END 

 
SEE YOU IN THUNDER MAN 7 
Made by: Julian 
Written by: Julian 
Idea by: UCSB 
WE LOVE SHARKS 
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Ottie The Orca 
By Manuel Herrera 

5th Grade 
 

 
Hi there, humans! My name’s Ottie, and I was born in SeaWorld. I escaped 

when I saw a hole in the wall.  I just fit through and jumped through it and 
landed in a body of water. I saw lots of interesting sea animals, but when I tried 
to talk to them they all ran away.  
 
 

Then I saw one of my own kind and he asked me, “What are you doing 

out here? Where is your mom?”  

I told him, “I don’t have a mom. I don’t know where I am.”  
 
 

Then he said that I’m not supposed to be here because I’m not supposed 
to be out here in the wild. He also said that I was too young. I asked him If he 
could take care of me and he agreed.  
 
 

He said, “My name's Oliver, what's yours?”  

I said, “I don’t know.”  
 
 

Oliver then made up a name for me: Ottie the Orca. He asked me if I 
knew anything about orcas and I said no. He said that us orcas hunt in pods of 
five to thirty. We eat fish, birds, squids, seals, and whales bigger than us,  like the 
toothed whales. He also said that we like herding (making a group of animals) 
and we slap our tails in the water so other orcas can feel the vibration. Our 
favorite food are seals and we hunt them by knocking them off the ice, by 
pushing against the ice and breaking it until the seal slips off into the water. Our 
enemy is the great white shark. We defend ourselves from the shark by slapping 
it with our tail on the shark's head. Then we flip it over and then it makes a safe 
meal for us to eat.  
 
 

Then I saw something unexpected. It was a shark. I told Oliver that there 
was a shark there and he did the tail whack and I saw lots of orcas coming. I 
saw in amazement that they were defending themselves from the shark and 
then turning it over and killing it. I saw them feast on the shark so I joined in. It 
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tasted nothing like what I had eaten in Sea World. The meals that I ate with 
Oliver were so delicious!  
 
 
Our hunting adventures were both fun and dangerous. I was so lucky to have 
him as a friend. Oliver taught me so many different things like how to hunt. I also 
learned that we were apex predators and animals do not hunt us. We have a 
very important job in the ocean and that is keeping the population from rising.  

 
 
“What's the population?” I asked.  

 
 

He told me that a population is the amount of a certain kind of sea 
animal, like orcas or other animals. He also told me about how some prey is 
going extinct and that is very bad for the animals that eat them. He told me that 
it is important to keep the sea urchin population from growing because it can 
be harmful to everyone and everything, because the kelp that they eat can go 
extinct and that would be bad for other animals that also eat kelp. I asked what 
animal populations we keep from growing. He said the animals we eat, like 
otters, sharks, and more.  
 
 

I said, “Woah, that’s cool!” But then I heard a chomp. 
 
 
 I heard a chomp and I looked behind me and saw a shark that sank its 
teeth into Oliver. I saw in terror that he was in pain and he told me to run so I did 
and that was the last I heard of him. I was hungry but I was too scared to eat, so 
I hid in a cave and met a fish. But here’s the odd thing about him: he was not 
scared of me.  
 
 

We sat there in silence for a while then I broke the silence and asked, 

“Why are you not scared of me?”  

He did not respond, so I asked, “Are you okay?”  

To this he responded and said, “No, I lost my family, so I am lonely. Plus I 

don’t even know what to do?”  
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I told him that I felt the same way. Since then we became friends and 
began looking for his family. It took two months until we finally found his family. 
He was so happy to see his wife but it reminded me of Oliver, so I ran away and 
started a family for myself. I met an orca and we became very good friends and 
we started a family. We had two kids and we were all happy. They asked me to 
teach them about orcas so I told them about Oliver.  
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Sea Otters 
By Miranda Sanchez 

5th grade  
 

Sea otters are keystone species, which are animals or plants that take up 
a big role in their environment. 
 
 

Sea otters eat around 15 pounds of shellfish per day, which can affect 
fishermen because they catch shellfish in order to sell them for others to eat. Due 
to sea otters eating the shellfish, fishermen are in jeopardy because they aren’t 
able to sell them or make money off of them. Sea otters eating the shellfish, 
which include urchins, can cause a positive change for kelp forests. Sea urchins 
are predators towards kelp forests, and because the sea otters are eating the 
sea urchins, that means that the population of kelp forests won’t decrease and 
will stay balanced. However, that means the sea urchins aren’t able to eat 
because the sea otters are preventing them from getting near the kelp forests. 
These sea otters are protecting kelp forests so that other small creatures can live 
in them without a huge amount of sea urchins interfering with them. 
 
 

In conclusion, 
sea otters can either 
be hurtful or helpful in 
Santa Barbara. Sea 
otters eat the sea 
urchins in order to 
protect kelp forests 
and for other small 
ocean creatures to 
live in those kelp 
forests, but they can 
also affect fishermen 
because fishermen 
need to catch sea 
urchins for others to 
eat and to make 
profit as well.   
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SEA URCHINS: Red or Purple - You Be the Judge 
By Esmeralda Salgado 

5th Grade 
 

Hello! Today I will tell you about sea urchins. I will start with fun facts. Did 
you know that there are hundreds of different sea urchin species? If you put your 
finger in the middle of a sea urchin it will squeeze your finger because they think 
you're their food! But they won’t eat you because our skin is too tough for them 
to eat. I learned these fun facts at the REEF,  which teaches about animals 
found in our channel in our Santa Barbara maritime community. 
 
 

Do you want to know about Red sea urchins?  Red Sea urchins are the 
largest species of sea urchins. They can grow up to 18 cm and that is pretty big 
for a sea urchin. Red Sea urchins can be found on the west coast of North 
America and can live up to 200 years, but most don’t. Red Sea urchins like to 
eat kelp. I think that might be their favorite food to eat. The Red Sea urchin has 
two other types of arms : suctioning tube feet and claw-like Pedicellariae used 
to grab food. 
 
 

 Do you want to know about Purple sea urchins? Purple sea urchins get 
eaten by sea otters. They are mostly found along the Eastern Pacific ocean and 
have a lifespan of 20 years. They like to mostly eat algae and also like to eat 
giant kelp. They were harvested as food in the 1990s, and now they are 
harvested for scientific research. They have pale green spines that darken to 
purple as they mature.  

 
 
I am going to tell you what red and purple sea urchins have in common. 

Both red and purple sea urchins like to eat kelp. I'm pretty sure that kelp is their 
favorite food to eat. Red and purple sea urchins are in the same family as sea 
stars. They can only be found in the ocean, and they can be found in the Santa 
Barbara channel. I don't think that they can be found in freshwater. Red and 
purple sea urchins both get their prey with a hole that they have at the bottom 
of their bodies, which is their mouth. 
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Do you want to know what makes sea urchins interesting to me? Well, for 
starters they have really cool spikes. Sea urchins are also interesting because 
they look like they can hurt a human really badly, but they can’t really kill you. 
They are also really cool because they are related to sea stars and that to me is 
pretty cool. There are different types of sea urchins. There are red, purple, black 
and many more. There are actually 950 different species of sea urchins. 
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Lost 
By Daisy Garcia 

5th Grade 
 

I was swishing through the tropical waters with my family. They were 
gossiping about how pretty the tropical waters were today. I was just admiring 
how the waters were. I wouldn’t talk about how pretty they were because I 
would’ve started stuttering. While I was admiring the waters, my eye caught a 
red and pink anemone. I had read about that anemone. I started thinking 
about what kind of anemone it was, and then I remembered it was a strawberry 
anemone. I turned around and quietly observed the anemone. It truly looked 
beautiful even a bit more than the waters today. 
 
 

In one eye blink, I turned around to see my family far away from me, 
swimming with frightened faces. I swam as fast as I could but could not reach 
them. They were swimming way too fast for me to catch up to them. I was the 
youngest of the family. My brother, Eldoris, is the middle child; my sister, Pearl, is 
the oldest; and then there was me, Misa, the youngest child. I panicked as I 
swam even faster but couldn’t reach my family. 
 
 

I turned around and saw a big, white shark. My family always told me and 
my siblings to avoid encountering the big, white shark. I started swimming as fast 
as I could. I couldn’t even tell where I was heading. So I started to panic, and 
once I thought I was far from the shark, I stopped and observed where I was. I 
couldn’t recognize anything. It looked so different. Even the waters were colder 
than usual, and that’s when I blinked and everything in my vision went black.  
 
 

I had passed out. I woke up with a common dolphin staring at me with 
eyes that looked as if they were staring into my soul. I soon noticed the dolphin 
started talking, but I couldn’t hear anything. It was inaudible. A few minutes 
later, I started to recover my hearing.  

 
 
As soon as I could hear the noise I asked, “Who are you exactly?” 

It answered, “I am Historia Zoé. You can call me Krista for short. What's 

your name?”  

“I’m Misa Ceddia. How’d you find me, Historia?” I said. I had a bunch of 

questions in mind right now.  
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“You can call me Krista. I was swimming and doing my daily work when I 

saw a green sea turtle that belongs in tropical waters, so I started 

swimming in your direction. That’s when I saw you losing consciousness 

and brought you here,” Krista explained. 

 
 
I started to observe Krista. She had a streamlined figure and a long, 

slender beak. She also had a blowhole, and her flippers were pointed. I started 
to get flushed and noticed Krista blushing by the awkward vibes in the water.  

 
 
I asked, “Do you happen to know how to get me back to the tropical 

waters, Krista?” I was eager to know.  

Krista responded, “Yes, I do, but it is really foggy in my memories to get 

there. I have a friend who knows. Would you like to meet him, Misa? He's 

not too far from here.”  

I answered, “If it’s not a bother for you, Krista, I would like to meet him.” 

Krista said, “Okay. Follow me. He's about 30 miles away from here and 

should take us about 2 hours.” Once we arrived, Krista introduced me to 

Kyle.  

I introduced myself, “Hi, I am Misa Ceddia. Nice to meet you. I was hoping 

for you to take me back to my family in the tropical waters please.”   

“Of course I would, Misa,” Kyle greeted me.  

“Thank you,” Misa replied.     

 
2 hours later, Misa thanked them.   
 
 
“Thank you a lot, Kyle and Krista, for helping me 

find my way. Don't hesitate to come visit.”  

“You’re welcome, Misa,” both Kyle and Krista 

said at the same time.  



 
 

58 
 
 

Arthur the Dolphin 
By Dylan Osorio 

5th Grade  
 
Chapter 1:  
 

I opened my eyes. I wondered where I was. I saw some weird creatures 
and asked them where I was. They said they were my parents and now I was the 
new member and future leader of a dolphin pod.   
 
 
Chapter 2:  

 
I was with my friends watching the fish pass by and then I saw my parents 

hide some of our food. I went to ask them why they were hiding our food. They 
responded “sharks,” but I told them the sharks here were too small and afraid of 
us. They said big sharks who migrated from the north to the south always stole 
our food and ate it then they kept on going to the south to Mexico. 
 

 
 
Chapter 3:  

 
I was about to turn 13 years old, which meant I was almost a teenager. So 

I went to ask my parents if for my birthday I could go swim in the deep. They said 
no, because it was summer and the sharks were coming. They explained the 
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same thing they told me 7 years ago when I caught them hiding food. I said I 
was almost a teenager and I could make my own decisions, but they said no so 
I went angrily back to my room. 
 
 
Chapter 4:  

 
It was my birthday, so I went to ask my parents if for a birthday present 

they could get me an albino squid, but they said no because of the sharks in 
summer. They asked if instead I wanted a clam for my birthday, but I said no, I 
want an albino squid! But they said no, so in rage I went back to my home in the 
kelp forest. 
 
 
Chapter 5:  

 
I was now 18 and I was hunting with the pod for food when I saw an 

albino squid, my dream food. So I went to hunt it when I felt teeth grabbing onto 
my tail. When I turned around, I saw a tiger shark grabbing my tail and then I 
saw other species of sharks like bull sharks, tiger sharks, blue sharks, hammerhead 
sharks, white-tip reef sharks, black-tip reef sharks, and many more species of 
sharks. But then a giant great white shark came, which was about 20 feet long 
and the other sharks called her emperor, which meant she was the shark who 
ruled all of the other sharks. I then called for help from my pod. My whole pod 
and my parents came. My parents begged the great white shark not to kill me, 
but instead the great white shark ordered the other sharks to grab all the 
dolphins so they did. Then, the great white shark knocked me out.   
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Chapter 6:  
 
When I woke up, the pod was gone. So, I went home to make a plan. On 

the way home, I heard the pod in a sunken ship guarded by sharks. Then I saw 
the great white shark go inside the ship. I kept going home because I needed a 
plan before I did anything. So I grabbed fish on the way home and got the plan 
started. Then when I finished my plan, I went to sleep. 
 
 
Chapter 7: 

 
The next morning, I went to get some food because later that night I 

would help the pod escape from the sharks. When I was hunting, I heard my 
parents calling for help. Without thinking, I pushed the great white shark away 
from my parents, but the great white shark quickly recovered and then grabbed 
me with it’s teeth. When it was about to bite me, the pod escaped and 
whacked the great white shark with its tail. Then the great white shark called for 
backup. Lots of sharks came to the pod and I had a battle against the sharks. 
The battle raged on for hours, but finally the great white shark was the only one 
left and the rest of sharks left scared without knowing what to do. The great 
white also left. 
 
 
Chapter 8:  

 
Back home we were talking about how the sharks would never come 

back because they were too scared. The leader of our dolphin pod said I was 
brave and cared about the pod a lot. So, they declared me the new leader of 
our dolphin pod. 
 

THE END 
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Chloral, The Green Sea Anemone 
By Kayleb Arroyo 

4th Grade  
 

Chloral is a green sea anemone who has these 
really cool stingers  

that he uses to get food.  
 

The problem is that  
the fish population is coming down one by one  

because of the trash that people have been throwing in the ocean. 
 
“I think I should move somewhere else for more fish for me to eat!” Chloral said. 
And so he moved somewhere with more fish, but it did take a while for him to 

do. 
 

Scientists say that sea anemones move very slowly  
Scientists say that it would be hard to find a clean area.  

 
“People are throwing too much 
trash into the ocean and the fish 
don’t like it, so now the fish are 

leaving,” Chloral said.  
 

Then he said, “Hey, maybe I can 
follow the fish where they are going 

so that I can find a clean area!” 
 

And so he followed.  
 

One way to keep the maritime 
community clean for creatures like 

Choral is to remove any harmful 
objects from our beaches that can 

dirty the ocean. 
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The Lost Sea Otter 
   By Lucilleny Alvarado  

4th Grade  
     

As Marina looked around she wondered, what was all of this black stuff? Where 
was her mom, dad, her best friend Josh, and her little brother Jake?! 
 
 
Weeks before . . .   
 

Ten year-old Marina the sea otter and her family were going to migrate 
south for the winter in two weeks. She was so excited about it she talked about it 
for hours to her best friend Josh the sea otter. She and Josh had been best 
friends for seven years.  But the one thing that Marina loved doing was the thing 
that Josh hated doing. Her mom and dad were getting ready to migrate while 
she was playing with her little brother Jake. Jake was 3 years old and he was like 
Josh because he hated leaving their town and home. So she told him that they 
were going on an adventure so he would want to go and not cry and make a 
big deal about it. And would go with them and have as much fun like she 
did.                                                                               
 
 
One week later . . .  
 

One more week and they would be on their way to their favorite spot 
down south. Marina was so excited she wanted to go already. Only if she knew 
what was going to happen. She and Josh were going to school and their 
teacher was talking about what was going to happen next week. She talked 
about how to stay with the raft (the group of otters that rest together) and not to 
get distracted.  

 
The teacher also talked about the predators so they would not go near 

them. The teacher says that their predators are the great white shark, bald 
eagles, orca whales, and sea lions. And she told Marina and her classmates to 
be careful because otters are prey and she explained that prey is when an 
animal hunts you.  And this is bad for the sea otters because there are not that 
many sea otters left.   

 
When Marina got home, she asked her mom if she could go to Josh's 

house. She said yes and off she went. When she reached Josh, he said that they 
should go for a swim and she agreed. They swam to see the big kelp forests. 
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The big day . . .  
 

It was the big day. Marian was so happy that you could see light popping 
out of her. So their journey started. Along the way, they saw all types of fishes 
and even bigger kelp forests. When they went closer to shore, they saw 
humans.  Marina talked to Josh and talked until her mom said that they would 
get there in 4 hours.      
 
 
Present time . . .  

 
Marina saw something in the distance and asked Josh if he knew what it 

was. He said that he didn’t. So an idea came to her mind and she said they 
should go see what it was. Josh said yes because he was curious about it too. So 
they swam to go see it.  

 
When they got close enough to what it was, Josh said that he knew what 

it was and explained that it was an oil rig. And then Marina did the unthinkable--
she touched it. Then black oil was coming out of the oil rig and poor Marina lost 
Josh in the oil!  She screamed for Josh, but the oil was making it hard for her to 
swim! So she tried and tried to get out of this mess and then she realized and 
started to think about what she had done and where Josh could be.  

 
Marina started to cry but then she heard a voice saying that she could do 

it, she could find her way back home. So that is what she did. She stopped 
crying and said to herself that she was going to find her way back home, so her 
journey began.  

 
First of all, she needed to get out of the oil, so she began swimming south 

to find her family and she guessed that Josh was heading that way too. She 
swam for about 15 minutes when she started to get hungry so she needed to 
find a sea urchin or shells like clams. She looked and looked until she finally 
found some sea urchins to eat. When she was done, she started to swim again, 
but then she saw a great white shark and she swam as fast as she could! But as 
she was swimming she bumped into something or someone. It was Josh! Marina 
almost screamed, but Josh told her not to because he was running away from 
the shark.  He did say he was hungry so Marina showed him where she found the 
sea urchins. So now that they are together they are going to help each other to 
get back home. By the time they had found a place to sleep it was dark so they 
fell asleep.          
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The next morning . . .  
 

When they woke up they started their way south. They swam for a while 
when they realized that in 15 minutes they would get there. They were so 
excited to go back with the raft so they swam faster and faster until they got 
there. The first time they did was go find their mom and dads and siblings. What 
an adventure! 
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Orcas 
By Peyton Meza 

5th Grade 
 
In an orca family a grandma takes care of her daughters' kids.   
That’s not like my family. 
 
 
And the father stays with their mom no matter how old they get. 
That’s not like my family.  
 
 
When 2 orcas from the same pod mate it becomes a super pod.  
This is DEFINITELY different than my family. 
 
 
Orcas kill things 3 times their size. 
That’s not like my family. 
 
 
Killer whales babies are called 
calves, the father is called a bull 
and the mother is called a cow. 
That's not like my family.  
 
 
Orcas live nowhere but 
everywhere.  
That’s not like my family. 
 
 
Orcas have pupils but they’re 
hard to see under they’re white 
markings to trick sharks.  
That’s not like my family. 
 
 
Orcas are very smart.  
That is JUST LIKE MY FAMILY! 
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Sea Otters 
By Sofia Santiago 

5th Grade 
 
One beautiful Sunday morning, there was an otter called Cece the sea 

otter. She was a sea otter that loved to hunt. She would always hunt down the 
California two-spotted octopus near her home in the kelp forests of the Channel 
Islands National Marine Sanctuary. Every day, she would hunt down an octopus 
while her whole family would spend time on the surface. Cece the sea otter 
would always hunt underwater. One day, she decided to hunt the California 
two-spotted octopus; however, she didn’t find any octopuses to hunt. So she 
decided to look near the harbor, but she still couldn’t find any. 
 
 

The next day, Cece the sea otter was starving. She had yet to find any 
octopuses so she decided to go back to her home and tried to find some there. 
She decided to take a break and then she went back into the water. 
 
 

After 30 minutes of searching for a California two-spotted octopus, she still 
didn’t find any. She started to get angry because she couldn’t find an octopus. 
The next day she ran into a California two-spot octopus in the kelp forest. Then 
the octopus started to swim away and Cece chased after it. She couldn’t catch 
up to it. The octopus didn’t want to be found by the sea otter. The two-spotted 
octopus camouflaged himself so he could not be found. 
 
 

Cece the sea otter hadn’t eaten an octopus in four days. Cece decided 
to come back to the surface and eat some crab shells, even though she was still 
hungry for an octopus. So one day, Cece the sea otter decided to go to the 
Octopus’ cave. There were no sea animals allowed except the octopus. Cece 
snuck into the cave and saw a crowd full of octopuses. They were crowding 
around the king of the octopuses. The king of the octopuses was sitting on a 
throne with a trident with a gem flashing at the top beside him.  
 
 

Then Cece swam away from the cave and came back home to her 
family and told them everything she saw. On her way home, she saw the Queen 
Sea Otter.  

 
The Queen of Sea Otter told Cece, “The Octopus King is dangerous and 

he is powerful.”  
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Cece asked, “Why?”  

The Queen explained, “The King lost his Queen three years ago from a 

different species of otter.”  

Cece was surprised and asked, “What kind of otters?”  

The Queen answered, “Asian small-clawed otters.”  

This was all shocking news to Cece, especially since she was 5 years old. 

The Queen explained, “We, Cece, are sea otters and they are river otters. 

We are different from them.” 

 
Later on, the Queen suggested to all otters that they should go into the 

Octopus cave tonight. The otters agreed but then Cece said that she didn’t 
want to go  because the Queen said that the King was dangerous and 
powerful, but the Queen said that they all have to go. When the Queen said 
that it was time to go, Cece was not ready yet. She was scared, and she had 
never been scared of an octopus before. She didn’t want to go but she had to. 
The Queen believed it was time to go inside their cave. Hundreds of the sea 
otters dove down into the water and went to the cave. They swam inside the 
octopus cave.  

 
The Octopus King said, “Other sea animals are not allowed except for us.”  
 
Then the Queen said that they wanted to eat. “We haven’t had 

octopuses in four days.”  
 
Suddenly, something horrible happened. The Asian small-clawed otters 

were coming too. No one knew they would be coming. The Queen of the Small-
Clawed Otters came to attack the King. They were done with the Octopus 
Queen and now it was the King’s turn. It turned out they were enemies, so the 
Queen of the Sea Otters told Cece and the baby sea otters to go back to the 
surface because it is too dangerous. 
 

The baby sea otters were up on the surface, but then the Queen of the 
Small-Clawed Otters told her otters to go follow them and so they did. There was 
a small-clawed otter named Ceecee, the same as Cece but spelled with 2 E’s. 
When the small-clawed otters came up,  

 
Cece said, “Leave us alone!”  
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The other otter, Ceecee said, ''They won't leave!”  
 
The small-clawed otters were very dangerous. But Ceecee was not. 

Another small-clawed otter said that they were here for the king. The small-
clawed otters refused to leave. Ceecee was 5 years old just like Cece the sea 
otter. Cece wanted to say that she wanted to be friends with the small-clawed 
otters. She was shy to say that, but she said it anyway.  

 
Ceecee said, “Us small-clawed otters don’t make friends with sea otters.”  
 
Then Ceecee said, ''Well, I guess we could be friends,” and they agreed.  

 
 

The baby otters went back to the Octopus cave to stop their family from 
fighting and arguing. Cece the marine otter said that this had to stop now. The 
Queen Sea Otter said that they came here to eat an octopus. But Cece said 
that she didn’t want to eat an octopus ever again. Ceecee the small-clawed 
otter agreed with Cece the sea otter. Then they said that we could be friends. 
The Queen of the Small-Clawed Otters agreed. And the Octopus King agreed. 
They all left the cave and went up to the surface and ate mussels and crab 
shells and they lived together.  

 
THE END 
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The Great White Sharks 
By Jonathan Nunez 

5th Grade 
 

Sharks live in ocean water near North America, south of Africa, and 
southwest of Australia. Scientists saw more sharks moving near Baja California. 
Scientists thought that there was no food in that area. They called it an ocean 
desert. Why were the sharks going to the middle of nowhere? Scientists went 
there to figure out the mystery of what was drawing the sharks to the middle of 
the ocean near Baja. The scientists tagged 30 sharks and followed them to the 
middle of the ocean where they call it the great white shark cafe. 
   
 

They have to test the environment to know the condition of the water and 
how many animals are there. They tested the water temperature, salinity (how 
salty the water is), and oxygen levels. They used sound waves to find out the 
concentration of the animals at that depth. The next thing they did was to use a 
net to collect animals from different parts of the ocean depth and code them. 
In addition, they used remote vehicles with cameras to see the different types of 
animals that lived in the area. All this was possible because they tagged the 
sharks to see where they were going. The tags also gave them information 
about light, temperature, pressure, including a very accurate clock. All this 
information provided the scientist with behavioral data and environmental 
data. The diving sensor showed that the sharks were diving to depths that were 
unrecorded before this study. This data showed that the sharks were in the area 
that was not a desert after all. 
  
 

In conclusion, there existed 
food that was part of a more 
diverse food web. There was 
adequate food like tiny creatures 
that feed on it and larger creatures 
feed on them too. The food chain 
included fish, squid, crustaceans, 
and jellyfish. This attracted bigger 
fish that the sharks could eat. Now 
you know why it was called the 
shark cafe. This information will help 
the scientists help the sharks by 
creating boundaries and protection 
for sharks.   
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The Lost Sea Otter  
By Yoselin Arreola 

5th Grade 
 

Chapter 1: The Incident  
 

Once upon a time, a sea otter named Alex was playing with his friends in 
a place called the Channel Islands. He and his friends were playing hide and 
seek inside a cave when they saw seagulls and pelicans in the sky. Suddenly, an 
enormous wave came by and the otters tried to escape. Oh no! Alex got stuck 
in a piece of floating kelp. The waves were crashing and the rocks fell and 
blocked the walkway out of the cave. Waves as big as a tree got Alex! He 
started to feel sleepy. He slowly fell asleep into a realm of darkness. His friends 
left him inside the cave with no escape. And they stared at the rocks blocking 
the cave entrance of the rocky cliff. 

 

 
 
 
Chapter 2: The Beginning of The Journey 
 

One day after the incident, he woke up and noticed the big rocks were 
gone. Uh oh! He was still tangled in the kelp and realized his friends left Alex in 
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the cave. He felt baffled because his friends left him. He also felt sad that he 
wasn’t at home. Alex noticed that the water was cold and freezing, but 
because he had fur he was fine. But his family wondered where Alex was and 
Alex wondered what the bit of land was over there in the distance.  
 
 
Chapter 3: A Reminder 
 

Remember, Reader, that Alex was a young little sea otter with no food 
and no safety. He was alone in the very cold ocean and if he was found by a 
predator, like a human, he would be in trouble. And he is determined to find out 
what the land in the distance is. Now onto the story. 
 
 
Chapter 4: The Human  

 
Two days after the incident, the young little otter was almost caught by a 

fisherman who was nearby. The poor little otter was hungry. Alex wanted to get 
sea urchin that a fisherman had in his bucket. The little otter needed food, so he 
took the sea urchin from the fisherman’s bucket and tried to swim away.  But the 
fisherman got the sea urchin back and left the otter with no food. The otter felt 
worried that he wasn’t going to eat. 
 
 
Chapter 5: Going to California 

 
Alex the otter was REALLY hungry so he thought,  I am hungry, so should I 

try and adapt to get food? He tried to go deeper into the water where he saw 
a fish. He swooped in and got it, but he accidentally let it go. He waited a few 
minutes for another fish. When he felt like a fish was near enough, he went under 
the water and he wrapped his hands around the fish and he kept paddling until 
he got closer to the land in the distance. 
 
 
Chapter 6: Arriving to California 
 

Alex ate the fish and he thought wow I was so hungry but now I’m proud 
of myself because I adapted to get food! He was so full and happy that he 
paddled all the way to the Channel Islands. He took a little break and started to 
fall asleep. He thought he was going to need food for the trip, so he swooped 
down in the water and grabbed a fish whenever he felt hungry. A little later, he 
saw brown water and trash in the ocean. He started to feel sad about the trash 
in the ocean and thought why would people or animals do this? He saw a 
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backpack floating in the water, so he got the backpack and started to fill it up 
with the trash. He carried the backpack and paddled toward the land that he 
had wondered about for so long. 

 
 

Chapter 7: The Harbor & The Human 

Three days after the incident, Alex arrived at the harbor when a boat 
started going out into the ocean. This boat was right in front of him and the 
backpack got stuck between a rock and the boat. Alex pulled and pulled until 
he got the backpack out and he paddled toward the shore. He saw a bridge 
and he went under it to sleep.  

 
When he woke up, he started to see trees and stores. He thought, are 

those homes that have an ice cream on the top? Alex with his backpack kept 
on going out of the water and he recognized the organisms he thought were 
humans. He kept crawling and hiding behind the trees until a 11 year-old girl 
named Yoselin saw the sea otter 🦦.  She noticed he was about 1 month old and 
she whispered,  

 
“What are you doing here little otter?” The otter said,  

“Um, hi, I’m Alex the otter.” she said,  

“A talking otter? Do you want to go to my home otter?” And the otter 

said.  

“Sure!“ and she said,  

“Ok, come little otter. And my name is Yoselin.” 

 
 
Chapter 8: The Nosy Humans 
 

Yoselin wanted to take 
care of the otter, but a human 
saw her and shouted, “SHE 
HAS AN OTTER!”  

 
Yoselin hugged the otter 

and ran so fast that she was 
panting by the time she got 
home. She noticed a crowd 
was now trying to find her. A 
little while later, she noticed some posters nearby that said with purple or 
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rainbow text LEAVE THE OTTER ALONE and SAVE THE OTTER! Yoselin was shocked 
and worried about getting in trouble. This is when the little otter started to fall 
asleep. 
 
Chapter 9: Going to School  
 

Four days after the incident with humans, Alex didn’t want Yoselin to go to 
school because he was going to be lonely. So, Yoselin woke up at 5 o’clock in 
the morning and went to the ocean to let the otter go get a fish. Afterward, 
Yoselin took it home and she cooked the fish until it was nice and golden. She 
got a container and put the fish and Alex in her backpack. Alex learned how to 
not touch her papers and to open the container to eat the fish. After 2 hours of 
school, she noticed he ate a little and he was happy when Yoselin came back 
to see him. She noticed he ate half of the fish. At the end of the day, she asked 
the otter,  

 
“Was that enough food for you?” He responded with, 

 “Yep that was enough!” 
 
 
Chapter 10: Going to Get Toys, Part 1 
 

After five days after the incident, Alex forgot about everything that 
happened. It was Yoselin’s turn to go to the store to get food for her family and 
she noticed Alex had a backpack, too. She noticed there was trash inside the 
otter’s backpack. She emptied the trash and she washed the otter’s backpack 
and washed the backpack and let it dry. After it was dry, she put the otter in his 
backpack with 25 dollars and went to go to the store. 

 
“Bye mom! Bye Dad! I’m going to the store!“  

Her parents said, “Bye Honey!”  

Yoselin went to the store, but she noticed that her otter was bored. So, she 
stopped at the pet shop and bought a dog toy and a toy carrot. The price was 
2 dollars. She bought those toys and opened them and gave them to Alex. He 
wasn't bored anymore.  
 
 
Chapter 11: Going to Get Toys, Part 2 
 

After leaving the pet shop, she wondered how much she had to buy 
groceries. When Yoselin arrived at the store, she saw on her phone that she 
needed 2 packs of chicken, 5 bags of rice, 5  apples, 5 bananas, 2  jugs of milk, 
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2 jugs of juice, 3 heads of lettuce, and 4 cans of coffee. When she got the food, 
she also saw fish so she bought two for her otter. When she went to pay, it was 
20 dollars for all of those items but she wanted to save her money and she had 
only 3 dollars left. She was thinking that she could buy something more for her 
otter. So she went to the harbor and bought a sea urchin for both her and her 
otter Alex who was laying in the backpack fast asleep. 
 
 
Chapter 12: The Food 
 

When she put away the food she thought, How am I going to take care of 
my otter’s food? Then she remembered that her family had a mini fridge in the 
basement. She got the mini fridge and moved it to her bedroom closet. She 
stored the fish and planned to use the little mini stove in her room for cooking. 
She made a little bed for the otter in her bed and used a blue box to store his 
toys. 
 
 
Chapter 13 : The Birthday  
 

Alex didn’t know it was Yoselin’s birthday until Yoselin’s parents yelled from 

downstairs, “HAPPY BIRTHDAY!“ Yoselin said,  

“Thank you. Can we have sea urchins for dinner?“ Her parents said,  

“Um, okay.“   

Her otter finally learned that it was her birthday and when the breakfast 
was ready they had sea urchins for breakfast. Yoselin didn’t really like sea 
urchins so she had to drink something while eating. When she was done she got 
a sea urchin and said,  

 
“Mom and Dad, can I do my homework?” They said,  

“Sure!” And when she went upstairs, her otter Alex was gone. 
 
 
Chapter 14: The Missing Otter  
 

Alex was gone. Yoselin panicked and threw all of the chairs in her room to 
find Alex, to see if he was underneath the sofa. She  thought, I only left him for 15 
MINUTES! Then suddenly Alex said,  
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“Happy Birthday!” Yoselin jumped in fear and she almost dropped the sea 

urchin on the floor. Then she said,  

“Where were you?”  

“Oh I was hiding from you,” he said while laughing.  

Yoselin didn’t really like that surprise and they went to her room while Alex 
was still laughing. Yoselin was still shocked. 

 
 

Chapter 15: The Reminder Again .-.  
 
Hello reader, congratulations, you finished this part of the story! And don't worry 
about the sofas and chairs because no sofas and chairs were destroyed in the 
making of this story. The otter really liked his new owner or caretaker and Yoselin 
really liked him too. Remember that if the people found out that she had an 
otter, she might get in trouble with her parents, the government, and with the 
other people she knew. And read part two to find more! 
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Dolphins in the Santa Barbara Channel 
By Fernando Rios 

4th Grade 
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Whales & Ships 
By Jesus Palma Zamora 

5th Grade 
 

 
A large container ship has about 1,000 times more power than a family car. The 
gantry that loads and unloads container ships can be 430 feet tall and weigh up 

to 2,000 tons. Container ships are technologically advanced. 

 

Blue whales can grow more than 100 feet long. They are gigantic. They can 
weigh as much 30 elephants. 

 

The gray whale is a member of the baleen whale family. Gray whales earned 
the nickname ‘devil fish’ because of their aggressive reactions when 

harpooned. Gray whales are predominantly bottom feeders and forage along 
the ocean floor. Females give birth to 4.9m (16 ft) babies. 
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How Santa Barbara Seals Interact with Humans 
By Heidi Calixto 

4th Grade 
 

Seals are found in 
the coastal waters of the 
Northern Atlantic and 
Pacific Oceans. Many 
seals have babies that 
are grouped together. 
This grouping is called a 
rookery. Other animals 
live near the seal rookery. 
This is where seals feed 
and take care of their 
babies. 
 
 

Most seals can 
plunge to 300 feet and 
stay underwater for up to 
28 minutes. Seals are 
eaten by great white 
sharks and killer whales. 

Seals either warm up or cool down by using the sun or wind that cool off or 
warm up their fore flippers and sometimes their hind flippers. Seals sleep 
underwater for about 15 minutes. Seals usually swim at about 6 mph and can 
reach speeds as fast as 18 mph.  

 
 

Seals act shy and they prefer quiet, unpopulated areas. They are 
intelligent creatures. And they are nice animals. Seals are like toddlers; they will 
put anything in their mouth.  
 
 

Seals eat fish and other small animals. While they don’t eat humans, they 
have been known to attack them. Seals are carnivores (they are meat eaters). 
Like all marine mammals, seals get all the water they need from their food.  
 

Seals can be dangerous to humans. Do seals like to be petted? For most 
part, no. They can bite you if you touch them, try to pet them, or try to go 
swimming with them. You have to keep your distance. Remember that seals are 
wild animals and you should not be trying to pet one. 
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Horn Sharks 
By Dylan Mendoza 

5th Grade 
 
Have you ever heard of a horn 

shark? Well I hadn’t until I learned about 
them exploring in our channel. Our 
channel is part of our maritime 
community here in Santa Barbara. I am 
writing about horn sharks because I think 
they are very cool!  
 
 

Horn sharks are dark brown or grey, can weigh up to 20 pounds, and are 4 
feet in height. They live at the bottom of our channel in Santa Barbara, Mexico 
and other places.  Horn sharks are a part of the bullhead shark family. They have 
huge spines which let them swim underground. This helps them catch their food 
because when their prey swims on top of them they can quickly swim up and 
attack. 
 
 

In Mexico there are only 25% of horn sharks left because people keep 
hunting horn sharks for food for other sharks or sea animals. Horn sharks are 
hunted in North America for their spines to use in jewelry and in Mexico they are 
sold for money by horn shark fishermen. They also think that their meat is very 
good for other sea animals.  
 
 

Every year at least hundreds of horn sharks are fished to be used as food 
for other sharks and sea animals. Horn sharks are harmless to humans but when 
threatened they will protect themselves. There are also many rusty hooks at the 
bottom of the sea where horn sharks are living which can hurt a baby horn shark 
or an adult horn shark. The sharks can sadly die because the hooks can make 
them bleed out or die by an infection if the hook was used for other things. 
 
 

In conclusion I think people should not hunt horn sharks because they are 
becoming endangered in Mexico and it is now rare to find a horn shark there. If 
a fisherman caught a horn shark he would use their meat for other sea animals 
and make at least $675 by selling a live horn shark. So, in my opinion I think 
people should stop fishing them in Mexico because they are endangered. 
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Sea Urchins 
By Isabella Alvarado 

5th Grade 
 

Sea urchins are very weird looking creatures, 
Get to know them and they have really cool features. 

They only have kelp and algae to eat, 
But that is their sweet treat. 

 
 

Small foods for their small bodies. 
Always clumped together, 

Like they are having a party! 
 
 

They have small teeth, 
But they are always ready to feast. 

To protect themselves, urchins are covered in spines, 
They have predators of all different kinds. 

 
 

Urchins are a “big problem” 
So people fish and eat them as a solution, 

But an even bigger problem now is 
The ocean is filling with pollution.  
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Sea the Dolphin 
By Andrea Gonzalez 

5th Grade 
 
 Sea the dolphin was a friendly dolphin who had two sisters named Ashley and 
Ellie, a mom, and a dad. She loved to play and eat fish.  
 
 
 One day, Sea was playing with her sisters, as usual, but all of the sudden they 
were playing and they didn’t see that there was a boat coming! They were splashing so 
much that they couldn’t hear the boat coming.  
 
 

Sea was now separated from her family and shouted, “Mom, dad, Ashley, Ellie 
where are you?!”  

 
Sea needed to get back to her family as soon as possible! She swam around to 

see if there was anyone to help her. She saw a blue whale named Blueberry, so she 
swam up to her. As she got closer, she saw a baby named Lia. 
  

“Wow!” She said. She kept swimming towards the whale. 
“Hey!” She yelled, “Can you help me?” 
“Hello, I’m Blueberry, and this is my daughter Lia,” the whale said. 
“Hi Lia,” Sea said.  
“Hi,” Lia said. 
“Oh ok, I’m Sea, nice to meet you Blueberry,” Sea said, disappointed. 
“Nice to meet you too, Sea. I hope you can get back to your family. Best of 

luck!’’ Blueberry said.  

 

Sea now had to find someone else to help her. 
 
 
Editor’s note: Stay tuned to find out what happens to Sea in the next edition! 
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The Connection Between Global Warming  
and Shark Population 

By Samantha Gonzalez 
5th Grade 

 
Why are great white sharks important to our channel? Well, they keep our 

ocean in balance. Do you know what a keystone species is? A keystone species 
is a species in an ecosystem that, if it were removed, would change the 
ecosystem in a bad way. Did you know that sharks are a keystone species? 
Sharks are keystone species because they are at the top of the food chain.  
 
 

If there weren't any sharks, then there would be more seals. If there are 
more seals, then there would be less fish because that is what the seals eat. If 
plankton dies, that would affect the fish and then the seals and sharks. Studies 
have found that plankton decreases when the water gets warmer. When the 
ocean waters get warmer there’s more carbon dioxide.  
 
 

Do you know what global warming is? Global warming is an overall 
increase in the temperature of the air, and it’s because of pollutants. Pollutants, 
like carbon dioxide, are happening because of human activities, such as 
driving. The ocean absorbs carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. Studies have 
found it affects the shark's sense of smell. This means sharks will not be able to 
sniff out prey, which will mean the food chain will be out of balance. This will 
impact the entire ecosystem because shark numbers will decrease, seal 
numbers will increase, fish numbers will decrease, and plankton and primary 
producers will increase. 
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All About Basking Sharks 
By Isaiah Covington 

5th Grade 
 

A basking shark is the second largest fish in the world at 33 feet. This shark 
is also a filter feeder, so it is harmless, and the food it eats are plankton and other 
small sea creatures. One amazing thing about these huge sharks is they actually 
leap out of the water to get rid of small parasites. Also these sharks are 
ovoviviparous but instead of having the baby shark in the womb for nine 
months, they have them for three years in the womb. The babies are already six 
feet and two inches when they are born!! And they live on their own as soon as 
they are born. These baby sharks are the largest baby fish in the world. Basking 
sharks live in temperate waters. Ovoviviparous means that the egg forms inside 
the shark, and when it’s ready to hatch, the egg ruptures so the shark comes 
out. The eggs hatch in the mothers. And despite the size of these giants they 
swim in large groups of up to 100 members. This shark weighs 11,000 pounds! A 
group of 100 basking sharks would weigh 1,100,000 pounds, or 550 tons. 

 
In conclusion, now you know all about basking sharks. Maybe now they're 

your favorite shark? Now you know more about another sea creature. 
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The Two Spotted Octopus 
By Angeles Chavez Salgado 

5th Grade 
 

I think octopuses 
are interesting. I 
wanted to learn about 
why they need eight 
arms, why they need 
their ink, and where 
they live and why. I find 
them interesting 
because the first time I 
saw an octopus, I was 
thinking about why 
they looked the way 
that they do and why 
they make ink. So, I 
researched the two-
spotted octopus.  

 
 
THEIR HABITAT? 
The two spotted octopus habitats are rocky reef canyon ledges or a habitat 
with small caves or holes in which it can make a den. They are also known to 
inhabit abandoned pipes. 
 
 
TWO SPOTS? 

The two-spotted octopus has two blue dots. These dots help them stay 
safe because they look like eyes, but not their eyes. So the dots trick predators 
so that they can get away. The octopus can change colors, but its normal 
colors are brown-ish and orange-ish. They have big heads, too. 
 
 
EIGHT LEGS? 

The octopus actually does not have eight arms; they have six arms and 
two legs. They push off with their two back legs along rocks and the seabed. 
They use the remaining limbs to swim or propel themselves along the ocean 
floor. 
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INK? 
Octopus uses their ink as a defense 

mechanism to escape from prey. When an 
octopus is feeling threat , they can release 
large amounts of inks into the water using their 
siphon. This ink creates a dark cloud that can 
make the predator's view worse so the octopus 
can jet away quickly.  
 
 
EATING HABITS? 

Newly hatched octopus will eat small 
foods such as copepod, larval crabs, and sea 
stars and the adult octopuses feed on crabs, 
clams, snails, small fishes, and even other 
octopuses. Octopus sting their prey with venom. All kinds of octopus have 
venom that they inject using a beak that is similar to birds.  
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Otters and Oil Spills 
By Stephanie Turcio 

4th Grade 
                 

Hello reader I’m putting facts about the oil spills! And how it injured animals. 
 
Fact 1: While the average oil spill has dumped better than 40 million gallons of oil 
at one time into the ocean, the BP spill dumped 200 million gallons a day for 87 
days. 
 
Fact 2: Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida all have claims against 
BP as their coastlines were affected by the spill. 
 
Fact 3:  That the spill likely harmed or killed about 82,000 birds of 102 species; 
about 6,165 sea turtles; as many as 25,900 marine mammals; and a vast (but 
unknown) number of fish — from the great bluefin tuna to our nation's smallest 
seahorse — plus oysters, crabs, corals and other creatures. 
 
Editor’s Note: The importance of Stephanie’s facts is that one of the biggest oil 
spills in history happened in our own Santa Barbara Maritime Community when 
Platform A had the biggest spill up to that time in January of 1969. It ravaged the 
waters of Our Channel and killed many of our marine organisms, such as 
dolphins, elephant seals, and sea lions. It also helped to spur on the legislation 
that ended up starting the first Earth Day on April 22, 1970, that we still honor 
every year. 
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Giant Kelp 
By Jonathan Santiago  

4th Grade  
 

G row 61 centimeters per day 
 I mportant 
A bsorb carbon dioxide 
N ot a plant 
 T hickens toothpaste  
 
K eep kelpfish hidden 
E cosystem 
L ooks like fire  
P hotosynthesis 
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Seaton & Libo 
By Gustavo Blanco Diaz 

4th Grade 
 

One day in the Santa Bárbara Channel a harbor seal named Seaton was 
swimming looking for a cave because he had heard that a great white shark 
was swimming around the harbor. Seaton’s goal was to go to the Painted Cave 
in Santa Cruz Island. He found the cave and went in to hide from the great 
white shark, whose name was Libo. 
 
 

Two days later, Seaton came out to search for food when he was 
surprised by Libo. When he saw Libo coming for him, Seaton quickly swam away 
as fast as he could. Libo chased him. Seaton swam through a jellyfish house, but 
he was too fast for the jellyfish to sting him. When Libo swam through the jellyfish, 
they were able to sting him. Even though the jellyfish left a little mark, Libo wasn’t 
hurt because his skin was so thick. 
 
 

Libo came closer and closer to Seaton. He bit Seaton on the belly, but the 
bite wasn’t very deep. He was ready to finish Seaton off when a scuba diver 
saw and shot his spearfishing gun at Libo, so Libo swam away. 
 
 

Mr. Simon was surfing and saw Seaton was hurt, so he called the Channel 
Island Marine and Wildlife Institute (CIMWI) emergency hotline response. The 
CIMWI volunteers rescue any type of animal from the San Luis Obispo/Santa 
Barbara County line to the Ventura/Los Angeles County line. 
 
 

“We have a harbor seal down,” Mr. Simon said, and he told them 
Seaton’s location. The CIMWI team sent a boat to rescue Seaton. The boat 
captain saw Seaton’s location on her GPS. The CIMWI volunteers picked Seaton 
up with a net and put him on the boat. When they reached land, they put 
Seaton in a cage and put the cage in the back of a pickup truck and took him 
to their rehabilitation center near Gaviota. 
 
 

The rescuers kept Seaton in the CIMWI center to heal. When he was 
healed, they put him in a cage and put the cage on a boat. Then they went to 
our harbor and opened the cage and watched as Seaton jumped into the 
water, ready for his next adventure. 
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Extra! Extra! Read All About It 
By: Ricardo Ibarra 

5th Grade 
 

Today I’m going to be talking about great white sharks and why they are 
important to our channel in Santa Barbara. A great white shark is an apex 
predator. If you don’t know what an apex predator is, it's the top predator in an 
environment. Being an apex predator, they have a lot of power in the channel. 
Great white sharks get their power because they can camouflage in the water 
which lets them catch their prey.  
 
 

To start we are going to talk about how great white sharks camouflage in 
the water. Great white sharks can camouflage in the water using their color. 
Their belly is white, which blends in with the lighter water near the surface so the 
prey under the great white shark can’t see it. The blue on top of the great white 
shark helps them be invisible to their prey on top of the great white shark 
because the lighting from above makes the sharks blend in. 
 
 

Now we are going to talk about how great white sharks catch their prey. 
Sharks also need to eat like humans. Great white sharks’ camouflage helps them 
hunt in an ambush style; an ambush is a surprise attack. When they are ready to 
attack they use their fins to move forward at a speed of 20 to 50 miles towards 
their prey and then they use their sharp teeth to cut into the prey's skin.  
 
 

Great white sharks keep our channel healthy by hunting. They help 
because without the sharks the fish populations will grow out of control and 
there will not be enough food for everyone to eat. Great white sharks eat 
enough fish so the fish populations stay the same. They really like to eat 
mackerel and seals. Great white sharks also eat sick fish which keeps the other 
fish healthy. That’s why sharks help fish populations. 
 
 

Great white sharks' ability to camouflage 
is important because it helps them catch their 
prey. They also move really fast which helps 
them catch their prey faster. When great white 
sharks hunt, it helps them be an apex predator. 
Being an apex predator gives them control of 
the fish population. Having this control helps our 
channel be healthier which makes great white 
sharks important. 
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How Plastic Littering Hurts Animals and People 
By Paloma Duarte 

5th Grade 
 

Helping Our Community  
 

I started caring a lot about Our Maritime Community and beaches when I saw 
lots of animals getting hurt, so I wanted to spread the word to lots of people to 

help animals. You can do your part by helping me spread the word, not littering 
and using reusable containers. 

 
 

The Litter Cycle 
 

1 

2 

3 
4 

5 

How littering 
hurts people 
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1. First people throw trash. 
 
Littering is a huge problem that some people do on purpose and 
some even do by accident. Either way, plastic litter hurts animals 
and people when it enters the ocean. 
 
 

2. Then somehow the trash ends up in the ocean. 
 

There are many types of plastic litter that people drop on the street 
everyday: plastic soda 6-pack rings, plastic straws, plastic bottles 
and plastic bags, and more. When the wind and the rain come, 
they push the litter into the sewers and oceans.  
 
 

3. Then the fish eats it. 
 

Trash breaks down and fish eat it. Plastic gets broken down by the 
waves and the sun. Once the trash is broken down, fish eat it 
because they think it's food. This makes them sick. Birds also get 
trash and feed it to their babies. 
 
 

4. Next, a fisherman catches the fish. 
 

People catch fish. Fishermen catch thousands of fish every day. 
Some fishermen are not very kind to the ocean. They leave nets 
and other plastic fishing supplies behind. Once they catch their fish, 
they sell it to markets and even bring some home for their own 
family too. 

 
 

5. Then the fisherman eats it with trash. 
 

People eat fish. When people eat fish that have eaten trash, they 
get sick too. Litter hurts the ocean,  animals, and people, and that’s 
why we shouldn’t litter. 
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Plastic In The Ocean 
By Amador Ramirez 

5th Grade 
 

Do you know why a lot of 
fish have gone missing? This can 
be by overfishing and plastic in 
the ocean. Some plastic things 
that go into the ocean are 
bottles, fish hooks, and straws. All 
these things impact the ocean. 
This is bad because if one fish eats 
plastic and a different fish eats it, 
it will have the fish and the plastic 
in it that will make it die slowly by 
slowly. Do you know why fish get 
killed by plastic?  
 
 

This is because plastic is basically invisible and fish can get tangled in it 
and not get food and die. All these things can impact a lot because if a fish dies 
and there is not that much of that fish, that fish will be extinct and the bigger fish 
will get a lot of plastic from eating small fish that had plastic in them. This will be 
really bad because the bigger fish will die. 
 
 

How people tried to solve this is by using paper straws, but that would not 
solve all the problems because there are still a lot of things that can be bad in 
the ocean. How people can try to solve this problem is by making sure that 
people use less plastic bottles and try to use renewable bottles. This can solve 
lots of problems because of less plastic. This can make less fish die. This can help 
because millions of little plastic parts can be in the ocean. This can help 
because there would not be a cascade in the ocean.  
 
 

This will help because fish will live in the ocean with not a lot of plastic and 
not a lot of fish will die and this can help all fish in the ocean live. That would be 
really good in the ocean. The ocean is a big and good home for fish but if 
people still use so much plastic it would not be a good home for fish.  
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About 3 billion people depend on ocean food so if us humans make a 
cascade in the ocean those 3 billion people would be in danger. That is most of 
the world population so a lot of people will die. This would still be bad for a lot of 
animals and they would die so if that happens it would be bad in the world. If 
humans put plastic in the ocean and fish eat it and fishermen get the fish and 
eat it they would have plastic in them. This can happen and it can be bad for 
humans because if they eat plastic and they did not know it because that 
plastic was too small to see. The people who eat it may die because of how 
much plastic they ate and the people who sold the fish will be in trouble. 
 
 

I want people to stop using plastic so animals can live in the ocean and 
so humans can get food and fish. 
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Jack and Willie 
By Joseph Rios  

5th Grade 
 

Killer whales named Jack and Willie are looking for some food, 
 

They are hanging around the island that is bad, it isn’t good. 
 

They meet a shark that they don’t like, 
 

And then they all begin to fight. 
 

And then the next thing we know, 
 

The shark they soon do bite. 
 

  The killer whales eat the shark up  
 

and they start to travel again. 
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